
Guidelines for College Application and Financial Assistance 
 

1. Make a short list of colleges you wish to attend 
 

2. If you know what you would like to study, search the school’s website to see if they offer 
the courses you need for your career choice. 
 

3. Search the selected school’s website for information regarding entrance requirements, 
scholarships, and other student services. Four year colleges/universities require a 
certain GPA (Grade Point Average) and a certain ACT (College Entrance Exam) score. 
Your counselor will have this information for you. Most community colleges do not 
require an ACT score for admission purposes. They usually do use the ACT score when 
selecting scholarship recipients.  
 

4. Create a personal email address. Your lcschools.org email address will be deactivated 
after graduation so you need to use your personal email address for FAFSA, college 
admission, and scholarship applications. Choose your username carefully; 
j.smith0360@gmail.com for example. Do NOT create accounts such as: 
hotbabe10@gmail.com or 1toughdude@yahoo.com. First impressions are important.  
 

5. Complete the FAFSA. This is one of the most important steps in the college admissions 
process. The FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Even if you know 
that your income is too much to receive money for school from the government, you still 
have to complete this form to be eligible for scholarships. Go to FAFSA.gov to complete 
the form. If you choose to complete the FAFSA without assistance, please read all the 
directions prior to completing. If you need help, contact your counselor or an admissions 
counselor at the college where you plan to attend. They have experts who are happy to 
help you. Never, ever pay someone to help you with the FAFSA. There is free help 
available through your high school or college. 
 

6. When you have narrowed down your choices, go to that college’s website and look for 
the  “Apply Now” or “Apply Online” link. Almost all colleges use online applications now. 
 

7. There are a number of scholarship search organizations...some will try to charge 
you...do not pay. Scholarships.com and Cappex.com are two that are reputable. School 
counselors receive information regarding scholarships. Check your email often for 
scholarship information sent from your school counselor.  
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